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Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

Hi, just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in . Don't forget to
add beafan@specialolympicsco.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox!
 
You may unsubscribe if you no longer wish to receive our emails.

Spring 2016

Make a donation to Special Olympics Colorado 

Make a donation to the Special Olympics Colorado
Fund on your Colorado state tax form and you'll be
helping support an inclusive world for all people!
A donation of $60 would fund an athlete in one
sport for a year, but a donation of any amount
makes a tremendous impact. The programs and
services we provide to over 20,000 athletes across
the state are provided at no cost to athletes and
their families.

How does a taxpayer make a gift to Special Olympics Colorado?
Taxpayers can give to Special Olympics Colorado by simply checking line 44 on the Colorado
state tax form and making a donation. The gift can be from a tax refund or added to a tax
payment. Gifts are voluntary contributions, not designations of tax dollars.

About Checkoff Colorado
Checkoff Colorado is a collaboration of 15 statewide non‐profit organizations eligible for
voluntary contributions on the Colorado state income tax form. Colorado was the first state in
the country (1977) to allow a taxpayer to "check off" a voluntary contribution to a non‐profit
organization. Each organization listed on the Colorado tax checkoff has completed a rigorous
review process and has been approved by the Colorado State Legislature. 

How to donate on your Colorado State Tax form

Visit the Checkoff Colorado Website

Take the Pledge

Youth leadership and athlete advocacy is extremely
important to our history and the future for the Spread
the Word to End the Word campaign. People should
have a voice and for so long they didn't feel

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=b87e15ff-cde8-48da-8945-aae434e673e9&preview=true&m=1101451017584&id=preview
http://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&mse=0016gbbKsaiGSpZuMYjgqJjDKB41kaTbPI1XYozErsoXxLTLJLodY6bpQ%3D%3D&t=001KKVea543J7aGo1YuZaENag%3D%3D&l=001FCSs65SMrsI%3D&r=001IqezpQbqEsU%3D&id=001b-xBWU3VMkd8rNt7XtPEx6LHLwo305iW&llr=qlprzzbab
https://ui.constantcontact.com/emailSharePreview.jsp?id=preview
http://checkoffcolorado.com/
http://checkoffcolorado.com/
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Thousands of Coloradians are taking the
pledge, including our Denver Nuggets

empowered to speak up, and through our actions for
Spread the Word, Special Olympics is empowering
people to speak up about this issue.  

Over 500,000 people have taken the pledge.  Use this
tweet‐ready text to get the word out: I pledge
#Respect thru my words & actions. Will you? 

Pledge now to create communities of inclusion for
people with intellectual disabilities. Visit http://r‐
word.org

Upcoming Special Olympics Colorado Fundraising Events
 
Do you like to play golf? Or, do you like to Pull Planes? Or both?
 
32nd Annual FirstBank Golf Tournament
‐ Registration is Open!
The Golf Tournament will take place
on Monday, July 18 at the Omni Interlocken Golf
Resort in Broomfield. To register a
foursome, click here.

2016 Special Olympics Colorado Plane Pull ‐
Registration is Open!
The Plane Pull will take place on Saturday,
August 13 at Signature Flight Support at Denver
International Airport. To start a Plane Pull team, click here.

Winter Games at Copper Mountain a
Success

Our annual Special Olympics Colorado Winter
Games on February 28 welcomed over 300
athletes, unified partners, and coaches to to
Copper Mountain for the 28th consecutive year.
Athletes competed in alpine skiing,
snowboarding, cross country skiing and
snowshoeing. Congratulations to our athletes
and another successful winter season.

To view results of the 2016 State Winter Games ‐ Snow Sports, click here. 

To view a 2016 SOCO Winter Games video story produced by the Aspen Times,
visit http://bit.ly/1PrJq22

Special thanks to Copper Mountain for its support over the years!! An update from Winter
Games ‐ Skating at South Suburban Ice Arena will be shared in the next newsletter.

Three Colorado Athletes Nominated to Compete at 2017 World Winter
Games in Austria

http://www.r-word.org/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/32nd-annual-firstbank-golf-tournament-benefiting-special-olympics-colorado/
http://soco.kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=1157645
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/SOCO-2016-State-Winter-Games-Final-Results.pdf
http://bit.ly/1PrJq22
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Congratulations to Vince Egan (Alpine Skiing, Colorado Springs), Sue White (Alpine Skiing,
Steamboat Springs), and Joy MacLeod (Snowshoeing, Englewood) for being nominated by
Special Olympics Colorado to represent Special Olympics USA at the 2017 World Winter
Games. 

All three athletes are vying for a spot on the USA roster for the 2017 Special Olympics World
Games in Austria, March 14‐25. In 2017, Austria will welcome almost 3,000 Special Olympics
athletes from 110 nations to compete in nine Olympic‐type winter sports.

"We are excited for Joy, Sue, and Vince to have the opportunity to travel internationally and
showcase their abilities while making friends with athletes from different parts of the US and
around the world," says Mindy Watrous, president and CEO of Special Olympics Colorado.

Seeking Nominations for the Special
Olympics Colorado Hall of Fame presented
by Comfort Dental

We are seeking nominations for the 2016 Special
Olympics Colorado Hall of Fame presented by Comfort
Dental. Nominate an athlete, coach, volunteer, school,
Young Athletes Program, family, law enforcement
agency, or community partner.
Visit: http://bit.ly/1pvyvzA.

State Basketball Draws Largest Field

We have experienced tremendous growth in our
basketball programs across Colorado. In just two
years, the State Basketball Tournament has
grown by 36% in participation, reaching an all‐
time high of 104 teams at the 2016 State
Basketball Tournament held March 11‐13 in
Lakewood. 

Thank you to the coaches, event volunteers,
game officials, GOC, and Gold Crown Field House

for helping make this season and the tournament a wonderful experience for our athletes.

Kroenke Sports Teams Show Support

Over the past month, the Denver Nuggets and
Colorado Avalanche have been involved with our
athletes in a variety of ways. Three of our SOCO
athletes participated in the Avs Better Halves
Brunch and Fashion Show, and the Avs will host
several athletes in an exclusive floor hockey skills
clinic at the Pepsi Center. 

The Denver Nuggets hosted the annual all‐team

http://bit.ly/1pvyvzA
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skills clinic with 150 SOCO athletes and dedicated a win the following day to Special Olympics
Colorado athletes across the state (read Denver Post story). The Nuggets and Avalanche clinics
are made possible thanks to KSE Charities and clinic presenting sponsor, Comfort Dental.

The Nuggets players also took the pledge to help Spread the Word to End the Word to show
respect for people with intellectual disabilities. And, on March 5, Special Olympics Colorado
hosted a Spread the Word to End the Word campaign night at the Nuggets game where
hundreds of Nuggets fans took the pledge and two Special Olympics unified basketball teams
played at halftime. 

Denver7 Continues with Weekly Segment

Denver7 anchor Eric Kahnert, and Denver7
reporters/Special Olympics Colorado athletes Hanna
Atkinson and Connor Long have been visiting with
athletes, unified partners, families and volunteers
competing in Special Olympics basketball to uncover
unique stories and outcomes from participating in
Special Olympics. To view some of the stories from
recent weeks, click here. The Special Olympics Colorado
spotlight series airs most Saturdays during the 8 a.m.
newscast.

2016 Special Olympics Colorado Polar Plunge Series
presented by Westerra Credit Union Raises Nearly
$400,000 
 
The 2016 Polar Plunge series presented by Westerra Credit
Union started with a splash at Lake Pueblo on Feb. 6 and
concluded at the Boulder Reservoir on March 5. Over 2,500
plungers and dozens of sponsors helped raise nearly
$400,000 for Special Olympics Colorado athletes. The Plunge
series first began seven years ago with two locations. This year
was the largest series ever with six locations ‐ Pueblo, Colorado Springs, Ft. Collins, Denver,
Aurora and Boulder.
 
You can still make a donation for the Polar Plunge through March 31. To support your favorite
plunger or team, click here and select one the event locations! Thanks to those of you who
came out and supported our athletes this plunge season!

Click here to view our top fundraisers. To view photos of the Polar Plunge Series, check out
the Denver Plunge & Aurora Plunge & Boulder Plunge. Ft. Collins, and Colorado Springs plunge
photos are coming soon!

Check out this great video created by the Denver Polar Plunge Top Team Fundraisers: Denver
Police Department ‐ Class 15‐3: http://bit.ly/21LgpqX

Supporting our Local Sports Teams
Helps SOCO

Gregg Goes Orange
A big thank you goes out to the viewers of

http://dpo.st/1TTq1Pw
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/community/special-olympics
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/give/polar-plunge/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/give/polar-plunge/
https://flic.kr/s/aHskwGodDJ
https://flic.kr/s/aHskwfc3H8
https://flic.kr/s/aHskt5FynA
http://bit.ly/21LgpqX
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Date Event Date Event

4/9 Northeast Regional Aquatics
Meet 5/15 Northeast Regional Gymnastics

Meet

4/17 Mile High Regional Aquatics Meet 6/10‐12 State Summer Games

4/24 Mile High Regional Soccer
Tournament 7/16 Northeast Regional Bocce

Tournament

5/6‐7 Western Regional Aquatics
Invitational 7/17 Southeast Regional Golf

Tournament

5/7 Southeast Regional Spring Games 7/18 Annual SOCO VIP Golf Tournament
Presented by FirstBank

5/8 Mile High Regional Athletics
Meet 7/23 Northeast Regional Softball

Tournament

5/8 Denver Metro Regional
Gymnastics Meet

8/6 Mile High Regional Summer Classic

5/9 Northeast Regional Brush HS
Track Meet 8/12‐13 Western Regional Summer Classic

5/11 Southeast Regional All Schools
Track Meet 8/13 Plane Pull

9NEWS and SOCO fans for pledging your support
and helping raise $5,300 for Special Olympics
Colorado the final days leading up to the
Broncos' Super Bowl victory. 

Tad Boyle Wins for SOCO
On behalf of our athletes throughout Colorado,
we thank each of you who voted for CU Buffs
men's basketball coach Tad Boyle during the
2016 ESPN Coaches Challenge. Coach Boyle
finished 18th overall, and thanks to your votes,
he earned $7,500 for Special Olympics Colorado.

Financial Tip presented by Westerra Credit Union

Is Your Checking Account Really Free?  Here's What To Look For. 
Many people think they have free checking, but take a close look at your checking account as
there may be strings attached. Lots of checking accounts require you to maintain a minimum
balance every month, deposit a certain amount each month, or make a certain number of
debit card transaction every month.  If your checking account requires any of these to avoid a
monthly fee, then your account is not really free. 

So where can you look to find free Checking?
You can still find free checking at many community banks and credit unions.  Look for an
account without "requirements" to make it free.  You can also get free checks, free debit
cards and free ATMs, too!  There are still free checking accounts out there.  Moving your
money to an account that is truly free can save you a significant amount of money every
month ‐ and that adds up to a lot over time.  To learn more about Westerra's free checking
account, visit westerracu.com. 

Upcoming SOCO Events

http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/northeast-regional-aquatics-meet/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/northeast-regional-gymnastics-meet/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/northeast-regional-aquatics-meet/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/state-summer-games/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/mile-high-regional-soccer-tournament/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/northeast-regional-bocce-tournament/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/western-regional-aquatics-invitational/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/southeast-regional-golf-tournament/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/southeast-regional-spring-games/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/32nd-annual-firstbank-golf-tournament-benefiting-special-olympics-colorado/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/mile-high-regional-athletics-meet/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/northeast-regional-softball-tournament/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/denver-metro-regional-gymnastics-meet/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/mile-high-regional-summer-classic/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/northeast-regional-brush-high-school-track-meet/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/western-regional-summer-classic/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/southeast-regional-schools-track-meet/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/plane-pull-2/
http://westerracu.com/


http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/western-regional-craig-spring-games/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/western-regional-softball-tournament/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/northeast-regional-powerlifting-meet/
http://www.specialolympicsco.org/event/denver-metro-regional-athletics-meet/

